Slow excitatory transmission in rat dorsal horn: possible mediation by peptides.
Repetitive stimulation of a dorsal root elicited a slow depolarization in about half of the dorsal horn neurons examined in the rat spinal cord slice preparation. The response was markedly depressed or abolished in the presence of substance P, substance P antagonists and capsaicin. In some dorsal horn neurons a slow hyperpolarization was also observed.